Effective Learning – Theoretical Bases

Scenario 1

Mr Campbell is an Art Teacher of some considerable standing. He is a practising artist of long standing, and exhibits his water colours in a number of prestigious local shows each year. He is very experienced and firmly believes that excellence is the result of god instruction, the modelling of good practice by the teacher and hard work on the part of the pupil. Classes have a number of exercises to undertake, and these are all very carefully sequenced and structured to ensure that each skill area builds upon knowledge and understanding previously gained. Pupils are encouraged to work on their own; to observe the world around them; to critique each others’ work and to achieve the highest technical standards of which they are capable. Mr Campbell was himself, as a student, traditionally taught and he firmly believes that the methods which he uses are the most likely to produce good results in his pupils.

Scenario 2

Miss Wilkes is a History teacher. She works from the point of view that we can only understand the present in terms of the past, and that the experiences of previous generations have shaped what we do today in very real ways. For her, History is not the dry learning of dates and fates, but the very real exploration of the past through experience. Thus, she makes considerable use of documentation; charters, treaties, personal letters, newspaper accounts, magazine articles and so on. She also uses electronic media to encourage the children to explore the dimension of actually living in the eras under investigation. The children work in groups, looking at the material which they are given. Each group has then to report to the class, explaining where their journey has taken them. Often, she moves outside the classroom, and trips are organised to sites of historical interest.
What are the advantages and / or disadvantages of each method in encouraging pupil learning?

Upon which particular theories of learning might each of these teachers be drawing?

With which of the teachers would you personally associate more and perhaps wish to emulate?
