Scenarios – Motivation and Self-efficacy

1. Robert is an S 2 pupil. He has a very good primary school record, and was seen to engage fully with all areas of the curriculum. He had excellent results in language and mathematics. His work during class topics was thought t be of a very high quality. In particular, research which he did on a second world was topic uncovered new information and artefacts which caught the attention of the local museum. However, in S1 and S2, Robert’s work has sadly fallen off. He is much less interested in school, and tends to spend more and more time at home on his computer playing games. His performance in language and mathematics, while still satisfactory, is no longer of above average quality. Across the curriculum he does what is necessary – and no more.

2. Nancy has always struggled a bit at school. She has never been a high flyer, but has managed by dint of a great deal of help and support from parents, teachers and classroom assistants. Now, in S3, she is showing signs that it is all becoming a bit too much for her. She is always complaining of feeling tired and is generally quite disengaged from her studies. Everything she does is ‘boring’. However, she seems to have few interests outside the school. While her parents are interested in her progress and attend parents’ evenings, they do not seem to encourage her to the extent that they formerly did. Teachers are now tending to have to lay down the law to get her to do anything at all.

3. Clifford is, frankly, a bit of a difficulty. Or rather, his behaviour is difficult. He is clearly cocking a snook at authority in school, which he attends increasingly erratically. He says that he sees little point in sticking in, because he’s not going to get a job anyway. He does not believe that it is cool to learn: indeed, those who wish to get on with their work are seen as spoffs and snobs. His passion in life is fishing. He has already been reported by attendance officers who have discovered him at the local reservoir, rod in hand. He is extremely knowledgeable about all aspects of trout fishing. He can tell you all about the hatch of spring flies, the species of insect on the bank, weather conditions, the importance of the double haul cast – and so on. His father encourages him in this pursuit, when he is there.
