Scenarios – Challenging Behaviour.

Scenario 1.
You are teaching a didactic, discursive lesson which requires you to explain a particularly important point to your S2 class. Much of the learning for the unit hinges upon the children’s understanding of this point. At the back of the class, 2 boys are sniggering and whispering to each other, and clearly distracting others. They speak only when you are speaking and when you stop, they stop. When you challenge them about this behaviour, they deny any inappropriate activity and then look at each other with knowing smirks plastered over their faces.

What are the reasons for this behaviour and why do you need to stop it? What might be an appropriate plan of action?

Scenario 2.

The class is working in groups, using stimuli from worksheets which have been distributed to them. The lesson has been carefully set up with appropriate resources, including ICT resources using the class computers. The pupils are required to discuss the material and then to solve the problems with which they are presented in a collaborative manner. As the lesson progresses, you become aware that one of your groups is making more noise than the others, so you investigate. You discover that they have not, after 15 minutes of the task, even begun to address the material and they are chatting aimlessly. There is a carry-on developing here. When you encourage them to participate, they announce that the task is pointless and boring and that they are not going to do it.

Why is this group behaving in this manner? How do you get them on-task? What do you do about this blatant challenge to your authority?

Scenario 3.

You have an S4 class, which is a mixed General / Foundation group. The class has just come from a PE lesson, and it is a Thursday afternoon, last period of the day. There is a bit of difficulty in settling them down, and they are late for the lesson, which has eroded your careful plans for them. There is a group of girls who are clearly not interested in participating in the class discussion which you are attempting to hold. You challenge them about this, and they simply laugh at you. One particular girl, who has caused considerable difficulty to you during the year and who has difficult home circumstances, makes it quite clear that she thinks your classes are irrelevant, boring and a waste of her time. When you respond to this, she tells you to f*** off. The rest of the class are hushed, waiting on your response.

Why is she behaving in this challenging way? What do you do in the light of this blatant challenge to your authority? How do you cope with the girl’s learning needs?

You may wish to investigate critical incident theory in looking at these scenarios.

