Scenarios

Scenario 1

Mrs Flute has a Primary 4 class. She teaches in a school in a fairly affluent area, and there is a lot of parental engagement with the children’s learning. She feels generally supported in her work, although parents are not slow to come to the school to enquire when she departs from a fairly traditional view of teaching and learning. 

Recently she has commenced a project to involve boys more with reading, as there is some evidence that they are disengaging. She has asked them what they would like to read, an has ordered a number of football, non fiction and adventure books to deal with their responses. She has also noticed that the boys prefer active learning styles and she has made some alterations to her teaching to cater or these.

The problem is that the parents of some girls feel that the move to active learning has disturbed the learning of their daughters. The boys, in becoming more active, have become more boisterous and noisy, and this does not suit the learning of the girls.

How does Mrs Flute deal with this situation?

Scenario 2

Greystones High School is situated in an area of social exclusion an multiple deprivation: it is a former mining area with a high rate of male unemployment and little prospect of the situation changing in the short to medium term. The school has a good academic and sporting record, and has excellent relationships with its associated primary schools. The problem is that while some of the girls are doing very well indeed, there are others – particularly those from homes where there is no wage – who are doing very badly. Likewise, some boys from better off, more rural homes outside the village, are doing well whereas others present serious behavioural and academic challenges for the school.

How should the school address these issues in terms of:

Policy within the school

Compliance with national expectations

The curriculum?
