Weeks 1 and 2

Creating and operating Effective Learning Environments

Scenario One
Mrs Wells is a young and enthusiastic teacher of Mathematics. She has just completed her probationary year and is extremely highly thought of as dynamic, committed and able. In particular, her use of information and communications technology is seen as innovative and successful. She has, for these reasons, been given a grant to equip her classroom with laptop computers for her pupils, and these are networked to a local server. Her pupils come in to class, and then they download the day’s lesson from the server. With the help of learning assistant software, the pupils are able to work through the material at their own pace. However, after six months working in this way, she is becoming aware that there are some difficulties. The children are becoming more restless and talkative. Some are becoming increasingly reluctant to start work, whereas others are very keen to dive into the materials. She is concerned that there is a lessening of motivation to learn with the class as a whole.

Scenario Two

Mr O’Hare is a very experienced teacher. He has been working in a number of schools over his career, in which he has not sought promotion. Nonetheless, he is very well esteemed by colleagues and in particular by the Head Teacher, who is conscious that he has, year on year, the best examination results at Higher and Standard Grade in English. Mr O’Hare runs a very tight ship indeed. He works didactically with his charges, explaining everything in great detail. He does not tolerate talking, restlessness or misbehaviour of any kind, and the Head Teacher frequently has to deal with pupils referred to him for minor misdemeanours. A visit to his classroom would reveal rows of neat desks, with pupils working hard under his guidance. He brings children in to his room at lunch time for extra work if he thinks that they are falling behind, and regularly contacts parents if he feels this is necessary. Parents are eager for their children to be placed in one of his classes, especially in S4 and S5

