LONDON METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITY

MA in Learning and Teaching in Higher Education [MALTHE]

RESEARCHING HIGHER EDUCATION

SKILLS AUDIT

This form is intended for guidance - please adapt as appropriate.

Note: the entries in sections 7 and 8 are for illustrative purposes

NAME:

	1 - Areas of your teaching practice you may want to research now or in the future -



	2 - Briefly summarise your current research skills



	3 - For the purpose of the next sections chose one of the areas in 1:

Area - 



	4a - How would someone taking a normative approach research this area?

4b - In order to do that, what new methods would you need to engage with?
4c - In order to critically evaluate such research, with what methodological knowledge and techniques would you need to be familiar?



	5a - How would someone taking an interpretative approach research this area?

5b - In order to do that, what new methods would you need to engage with?
5c - In order to critically evaluate such research, with what methodological knowledge and techniques would you need to be familiar?




	If this area were approached from a 'critical' and/or 'postmodern' perspective:

6a - What kinds of issues would be explored?
6b - If you chose to address such issues, what would be the implications in terms of research methodology?



	7a - Based on the above considerations identify three targets for the semester for further developing your research skills:

	Targets
	Knowledge about methods
	Practical use of methods

	i

Running focus groups


	Different types or approaches
	Role of focus group facilitator; how to record discussions

	ii


	
	

	iii


	
	


:

	7b - Produce an action plan for the achievement of those targets including criteria for evaluating their achievement

	Target
	Proposed actions
	Achievement indicators

	i.

Running focus groups


	Read books on research methods and a few studies where focus groups were used; devise a protocol for conducting a focus group
	Draft focus group protocol, with brief commentary explaining chosen approach



	ii


	
	

	iii


	
	


 8 - Evaluation and further action planing (to be completed at the end of the semester).

  Target 1: draft protocol produced (see appendix 1 plus commentary), but would like to look at a few more examples of research using this method; next step is to run a pilot focus group, then critically review and refine the protocol

