 ITE ESD/GC Network Interim Report March 2008

Prepared by Professor Sally Inman and Maggie Rogers

Introduction to the Report

An initial launch of the ITE ESD/GC Network took place on 19th July 2007 hosted by the Centre for Cross Curricular Initiatives (CCCI) at London South Bank University (LSBU).  This was very well attended and resulted in a database of institutions and NGOs wishing to join the emerging network.  The aims and objectives of the network were presented by Sally Inman and Ros Wade as Director and Deputy Director of  CCCI and proposers of the ESCalate Funding bid.  The Network’s partners also gave presentations: Liz Jackson WWF-UK; Peter Howson and Paul Jenkins TDA and 

Angus Wilson LaSER-GD.  During the afternoon delegates were asked to identify what a network could provide their institutions and organisations with and what their institutions and organisations could contribute to the network.

The ITE ESD/GC Network

In September 2007 the officers proposed in the ESCalate bid for funding for the ITE ESD/GC network were appointed. Sally Inman (Director of CCCI) as overall director, Ros Wade (Deputy Director of CCCI) and Maggie Rogers (Associate Researcher CCCI) as co-organisers, and Alison Hatt as Administrator (CCCI). Sophie Mackay was later appointed as the network researcher. The Steering Group was formed initially by self-identified representation from the delegates who attended the launch in July.  The network officers approached organisations such as UCET for representation and sought representation from Scotland, Wales and the North East of England.

Funding
With the successful bid to ESCalate for £9976 WWF-UK agreed to provide additional funding, with an initial promise of £2000.  This has since been raised to £5000.   The TDA agreed to provide funding for venues, refreshments and travel expenses and help with the website. The TDA reviewed the possibility of further funding from 2008 and in February 2008 a grant of £10000 was awarded to the Network.  Although supported by Sophie Mackay as a steering group member LASER were unable to provide direct funding to the group. The additional funding is providing support for short-term organisation through CCCI and will sustain the network after the term of the Escalate funding finishes.

Steering Group Meeting 10th October 2007

The TDA took responsibility for providing a venue for the first Steering Group meeting which was held on the 10th October 2007 at the TDA, Victoria, London (see Appendix 1 Steering Group Meeting Minutes).  

The Steering Group 

The remit of the Steering Group was discussed and agreed:

· To provide support and advice to CCCI as managing organization

· To oversee the running of the network

· To bring together the different elements of the network, share practice in ITE and influence policy.
Steering Group Meeting 22nd January 2008

The second steering group meeting was hosted by the TDA in Victoria, London (see Appendix 2: Steering Group Meeting Minutes).

By January 2008 the group had grown to include representation from Scotland and Wales. Jonathan Hart was invited to join, to represent a group of NGO’s funded to work with ITE. There was still a need for representation from the north and north west of England. It was decided to look at existing regional and national networks and CCCI to ensure full representation across the regions.

Network Aims and Objectives

At the October 2007 steering group meeting Maggie Rogers presented an analysis of evaluations from July meeting (see Appendix 3. Feedback from ITE Network Launch) and as a result aims and objectives were reviewed (see Appendix 4. ITE Network Aims and Objectives) to include the proviso that the network would include 14-19 and post 16 where appropriate. 

Programme of Activities
At the Steering Group meeting in October 2007 the group discussed the following activities:

· Promote the network and ESD/GC through the website and through making links with other organizations. 

· Hold a national conference March/ April to focus on sharing of good practice and policy initiatives and explore publication from this

· Set up regional networks as part of UK network and hold regional seminars 

· Web site for research.

Making links with other organisations
At the October 2007 meeting members of the steering group agreed to make contact with various subject associations, regional ESD networks, Enabling Effective Support regionally, CitizEd, Multiverse and sustainable schools network. The group agreed to build bridges with as many organisations as possible.  Links already made eg UCET, DEA.

During the January 2008 steering group meeting Sheila Bennell explained what is happening in Wales around ESD/GC with an invitation to contact her for further information.  Sheila has agreed to contribute to the conference case studies.

Peter Bloomfield and Steve Rawlinson will represent the network giving a short talk to the Geographical Association.

Policy aims of the network and the DEA manifesto -Hetan Shah, Director of DEA suggested the network steering group should feed into DEA manifesto, which will be published in June/Sept 2008. DEA will also organise a “Round Table” on policy with representation from QCA, Ofsted, and the TDA to help the network to help to drive change.

National ITE ESD/GC Conference

At the first meeting in October 2007 it was agreed to hold a National Conference in Summer 2008 and the following programme was discussed and agreed:

· Introduction and Welcome

· Setting the International context

· Case studies from England, Wales, Scotland and N.Ireland - A critical review of

· policy developments and presentation of innovative practice.

· Questions and answers to panel.

· Presentations of practice to include critical reflections and links to policy.

· LUNCH

· Open Space

· Plenary and evaluation

· Informal networking.

The steering group agreed that WWF would suggest contacts in Scotland and Wales. Sally will contact Belfast for case studies. It was also agreed that CCCI would construct criteria for acceptance of presentations (See Appendix 5: Critical Presentations of Practice). A sub-committee of the steering group to comprise of the following members would review all proposals:

· Helen Adams  (Sustainable Schools)

· Doug Bourn (IoE)

· Liz Jackson (WWF-UK) 

· Sophie MacKay (LASER) 

· Joan Whitehead (UCET).

It was also agreed that posters would be accepted as well as formal presentations. CCCI undertook to work on a date and publicity.

By the January 2008 steering group meeting the conference programme had been firmed up with the names of members of the steering group who had agreed to provide international and UK-wide perspectives/case studies.   Liz Jackson agreed to host the Open Space session.

9.30 
Coffee and registration

9.45
Welcome and Aims

9.50
The International context- Global debates and policy, Doug Bourn and Ros Wade

10.20
Case studies from across the UK

· N.Ireland-Nora McQuaid

· Wales- Sheila Bennell

· England-Sophie Mackay and Hetan Shah

· Scotland- Laura Swan

11.20 
Coffee Break

11.40
Questions and answers to panel.

12.00
Presentations of practice to include critical reflections and links to

policy.

1pm
LUNCH

1.45
Open Space- Liz Jackson

2.30 
Paper Presentations

3.30
Plenary and evaluation

4pm
Informal networking.

Proposals for presentations are in the process of being reviewed by the steering group conference sub-committee and by 20th February 2008 successful contributors will be informed of their decision.  

Regional and national networks 

By the second steering group meeting the group included representation from North East England, East England and London and South East England.   Other geographical areas were identified and it was decided that the £5000 funding from WWF would enable the network to employ Sophie Mackay to build regional networks. Members of the steering group agreed to publicise the network as follows:

· DEA will publicise network through members and come up with suggestions from other networks;

· UCET have advertised the network at their conference, will report back success and re-advertise through email;

· James Pitt suggested contacting Sheila Tucker, from E.D.E.N based in Cambridge. 

· CCCI will investigate links with Schumakker College, worldwide network. 

· Laura Swan told members about Scottish policy and DfID project on ESD/GC and will send info to CCCI to distribute to all members. 

Research and Website

It was agreed by the steering group at the October 2007 meeting that initial site would be available on the ESCalate website, moved at a later date to TDA. The website will be aimed at teachers and training providers. During the first stage the website will consist largely of a communication and resources centre. It was agreed to employ a researcher to identify materials on policy, practice and curriculum.

On her appointment as researcher to the network Sophie Mackay contacted everyone on the contact list, plus regional networks and specific organisations.  Material collected was presented to the steering group at the second meeting in January 2008.  After discussion about what this should look like and what should be included on/in it. It was decided to include the material on a website.  Paul Jenkins (TDA) demonstrated TDA based web pages and explained that the website could be hosted by TDA and they would provide technical assistance and training to  a number of committee members providing a back-up service until 2010. The network would have to agree a low-level service agreement and pay for this. However Paul suggested if this was not acceptable TDA could provide some funding, approx £10, 000 to the Steering Committee.

Henry Liebling showed committee what the website for ESCALATE looked like. While the committee agreed not to use this site for its purposes, they agreed it was very powerful and well presented.

The Steering Committee agreed that as the aim of the website was to improve people’s awareness the network should build up a bank of resources and then work with TDA later in the year. It was agreed that Sally Inman and Paul would talk about funding.  Issues concerning what web should look were to be an agenda item at the next steering group meeting in June 2008.

Dissemination
Ros Wade and Sophie Mackay to present at UNESCO conference on Teacher Education n Turkey around Euro policy in May 2008. 

Sally Inman, Ros Wade and Maggie Rogers to present at the ESCalate conference in May.

Appendix 1: Minutes from ITE ESD/GC Steering Group Meeting

Date 10th October 2007

Present- Richard Baker (Oxfam), Doug Bourn (IOE), Paul Warwick  (Leicester University), Joan Whitehead (UCET), Liz Jackson (WWF), Sophie Mackay (LaSER), Henry Liebling (ESCalate), Julie Anderson (ESCalate),Peter Bloomfield (Univ Herts)Sally Inman,  Ros Wade, Maggie Rogers (CCCI LSBU), Peter Howson, Paul Jenkins (TDA), Helen Young (DEA) Monica Baughen (ST Mary’s Twickenham), Helen Adams (Argyle School),  Alison Hatt (CCCI Minute taker).

Apologies- Nim David.

1. Welcome and introduction from all members.

2. Membership of the steering group

Sally explained how membership of the group was formed , it was further extended to ensure school and BME representation. UCET had been approached for representation.  We are still short of representatives from Scotland and Wales, and North East of England. Members agreed to contact people to fill these gaps. 

3. Business items

i. PP attached with agreed amended Aims and objectives.

ii. Maggie presented an analysis of evaluations from July meeting, and as a result aims and objectives were reviewed. The network would include 14-19 and post 16 where appropriate.

iii. Funding- Sally informed the group we were successful in bid to Escalate for approx 10, 000. WWF have agreed to provide a further 2, 000, and the TDA have agreed to provide funding for venues, refreshments and travel expenses and help with the website. The TDA are in the process of reviewing the possibility of further funding from 2008. It was reported that Laser are unable to provide direct funding to the group. There was a discussion about the need for further funding, both in relation to short term organisation through CCCI and to sustain network after Escalate funding.

iv.  Programme of activities- sally talked through the proposed activities, which led to a discussion about making links with other organisations and members agreed to make contact with, for example,  various subject associations, regional ESD networks, Enabling Effective Support regionally, CitizEd, Multiverse and sustainable schools network. The group agreed to build bridges with as many organisations as possible 

v. It was agreed to hold a National Conference in Summer 2008, the following programme was agreed

9.30
Introduction and Welcome

9.40
Setting the International context

10am
Case studies from England, Wales, Scotland and N.Ireland - A critical review of policy developments and presentation of innovative practice.

11am
Questions and answers to panel.

11.30 Presentations of practice to include critical reflections and links to policy.

LUNCH

2pm
Open Space

3.30 Plenary and evaluation

4pm
Informal networking.

The group agreed that WWF would suggest contacts in Scotland and Wales. Sally will contact Belfast for case studies.It was also agreed that CCCI would construct criteria for acceptance of presentations. All proposals would be reviewed by a sub-committee of Steering group to compriseDoug Bourn, Liz Jackson, Sophie MacKay, Joan Whitehead and Helen Adams. Sally will email criteria to these people. 

It was also agreed we would accept posters as well as formal presentations.

CCCI will work on a date and publicity.

4. Website- Julie from Escalate explained how the website will operate. Paul from TDA described how the network could be linked to TTRB. It was agreed that initial site would be available on Escalate, moved at a later date to TDA. Website will be aimed at teachers and training providers. During the first stage website will consist largely of a communication and resources centre. It was agreed a researcher will be employed to identify materials on policy, practice and curriculum.

5. AOB-Circulate list of attendees contacts to Steering Group. Attached expense claim form, please return to TDA.

6. Date of next meeting- Tuesday 22nd Jan 2008, 11.30-3.30 at TDA, room to be decided.

Appendix 2: Minutes from Steering Group Meeting
Date 22nd January 2008.

Present- Richard Baker, Doug Bourn, Joan Whitehead, Liz Jackson,  Sophie Mackay, Henry Liebling, Peter Bloomfield,, Sally Inman, Ros Wade, Maggie Rogers, Paul Jenkins, Hetan Shah, Monica Baughen (rep Dot Jackson), Nim David, Sheila Bennell, Laura Swan, Jonathan Hart, Steve Rawlinson, James Pitt and Alison Hatt (Minute taker).

Apologies- Helen Adams

7. Welcome and introduction from all members.

8. Minutes from last meeting- Agreed

9. Sally announced she will be going into hospital for back surgery on 18th Feb and may be in recovery for 3 months. Ros Wade will cover in her absence and Maggie Rogers and Sophie Mackay will cover additional workload.

10. Members, Sally explained how Steering group membership has grown; we now have good representation from Scotland and Wales. Jonathan Hart was invited to join, to represent a group of NGO’s funded to work with ITE. Still a need for representation from N and NW, need clarification on who or why they will represent for their areas. Need to look at existing regional and national networks. CCCI will contact existing Steering group members who have not attended meetings so far to suggest alternative representation.

11. Regional and national networks- 

· James Pitt represents North East of England. 

· Paul Warwick represents East Midlands with Raul and Lisa.

· Peter Bloomfield represents East of England.

· CCCI/LaSEr represent London and South East

 There is huge activity around the country. Agreed that CCCI would go back to look at contact list and discuss who we could involve to cover other geographical areas.£5000 funding from WWF to employ Sophie Mackay to build regional networks. DEA will publicise network through members and come up with suggestions from other networks. UCET advertised the network at their conference, report back success and re-advertise through email. James Pitt suggested contacting Sheila Tucker, from E.D.E.N based in Cambridge. CCCI will investigate links with Schumakker College, worldwide network. Laura Swan told members about Scottish policy and DfID project on ESD/GC and will send info to CCCI to distribute to all members. 

12. July Conference programme is now set as follows

9.30 
Coffee and registration

9.45
Welcome and Aims

9.50
The International context- Global debates and policy, Doug Bourn and Ros Wade

10.20
Case studies from across the UK

· N.Ireland-Nora McQuaid

· Wales- Sheila Bennell

· England-Sophie Mackay and Hetan Shah

· Scotland- Laura Swan

11.20 
Coffee Break

11.40
Questions and answers to panel.

12.00
Presentations of practice to include critical reflections and links to

policy.

1pm- 1.45
LUNCH

1.45
Open Space- Liz Jackson

2.30 
Paper Presentations

3.30
Plenary and evaluation

4pm
Informal networking.

Attendees will be asked to select which group they wish to attend on the day. Further promotion on CCCI, DEA, UCET.  TDA to advertise on TDRB, Teachernet, Sally Inman to follow this up. Joan Whitehead suggested NASBITT, she will send info to CCCI and forward to committee members. Proposals in by end Feb, then sent to sub-committee with tight turn around for acceptance. Members agreed. Liz Jackson agreed to facilitate Open Space. TDA will continue to look for a venue for largest capacity, maybe a need to compromise on numbers if suitable smaller venue can be found. Members suggested some venues, Paul Jenkins to look into this. It was agreed to play safe by staying in London for this first Conference. It was agreed that delegates would receive a pack to include some published materials from the day and CCCI would provide a table for flyers, resources, etc. There will be a £50 fee for attendance. CCCI will talk with publishers about publishing papers from the Conference. Possible potential for ESCALATE to publish. Members agreed lunch should be sustainable and some suggestions were www.crudesmiles.co.uk. Laura Swan will forward tick list on “Green” conferences to CCCI.

It was agreed that we would extend conference to include some time for informal networking, maybe provide wine reception.

Sheila Bennell joined the meeting at this point and introduced herself and explained what is happening in Wales around ESD/GC. All members are welcome to contact Sheila Bennell at eds032@bangor.ac.uk for brief outline on Welsh curriculum.

13. Research and website-Sophie Mackay has begun to send emails to all on contact list, plus regional networks and specific organisations. She has gathered information, and delivered a PP with Maggie to the committee around what she found. Some lengthy discussion took place about what the committee thought this should look like and what should be included on/in it. The info could be used for web pages.

Paul from TDA then showed committee what he had come up with for TDA based web pages, this could be hosted by TDA and they would provide technical assistance and training to some people on committee for back-up service until 2010. The network would have to agree a low level service agreement and pay for this. However Paul suggested if this was not acceptable TDA could provide some funding, approx £10, 000 to Steering Committee.

Henry Liebling showed committee what the website for ESCALATE looked like. While the committee agreed not to use this site for its purposes, they agreed it was very powerful and well presented.

The Steering Committee agreed the aim was to improve peoples awareness, and keep it simple until conference, ie. build up a bank of resources and then work with TDA later in the year. Sally to talk with Paul at TDA about funding. There were still some issues around what web should look like and committee agreed to continue talks at next meeting.

14. Representing the Network- Peter Bloomfield and Steve Rawlinson will represent the network at 10min talk to Geographical Association.

15. Policy aims of the network and the DEA manifesto -Hetan Shah, Director of DEA wanted to address the committee with some updates. He suggested Steering group should feed into DEA manifesto, which will be published in June/Sept 2008. Hetan suggested a possible “Round table” with the group with representation from QCA, Ofsted, and the TDA. The Steering group agreed ITE needs to drive change, rather than respond to change. Debate to include Children’s plan and wider approach to policy. DEA will organise the “Round Table” with British library on policy.

16. AOB-RW informed group of UNESCO conference on Teacher Education n Turkey around Euro policy in May 2008. RW can provide further info. RW informed group of LSBU bid for Regional Centre of Expertise, with UNESCO.

Nim David reminded group of Zanzibar Conference on Rights and Responsibilities, July 2008.

Doug Bourn informed of IOE proposal for paper to Higher Education Academy- Oct 2008.

Wales to continue to encourage research into Global Citizenship. Currently hosting UNESCO project to IRAQI educators.

Hetan reminded group that Clive Belgeonne is currently undertaking work on Revision of Standards, 29th Jan, 5th Feb.
Doug Bourn asked the committee to join him in thanks to Sally for her work and wished her a speedy recovery.
17. Date of next meeting- Tuesday 9th June 2008, 11.30-3.30 at TDA, room to be decided.

Appendix 3: Feedback from ITE Network Launch: support identified and contributions offered
How do you feel that the network 
can best support your work?

1. DEA Networks

2. Partnerships between schools and ITE

3. Sharing practice

4. Sharing resources

5. Forum for debate

6. Promoting ESD/GC

7. Research

8. Continuing Professional Development

1. DEA Networks

· Sharing practice amongst DEA network

· Valuable evidence to feed into DEA policy work

2. Partnerships between schools and ITE

· Providing opportunities for developing new kinds of partnership (within and beyond the university)

· Engagement with schools and how to promote/share school practice - to support out trainers

· By developing models for making stronger links between ITE work in college/HEI based settings and what students encounter in schools - e.g. involving mentors

3. Sharing practice

· By providing channels for sharing and learning for each other

· Sharing good practice, info, ideas, research

· Sharing practice and innovative methodologies we've been involved in developing - so taking and giving

· Being able to share ideas and discuss about how to embed ESD/GC in ITE courses (and link aspects of this)

· Demonstrate that people/institution are continuing and disseminating independently of pump priming 

· Provide new case-studies e.g. Carbon neutral schools

· Providing examples of on going projects pointing towards other professionals, groups etc.

· Building strategies for cross-curriculum work

4. Sharing practice: ITE

· Directly in terms of PGCE Secondary Geography and attempts to Embed ESDGC across all PGCE courses (primary and secondary)

· To have a greater awareness of issues in ITE

· Networking opportunities - teacher training institutions

· To keep our college linked to various initiatives regarding the network

· Sharing practice: resources

· To keep our college linked to various initiatives regarding the network

· Sharing practice and innovative methodologies we've been involved in developing - so taking and giving

· Sharing training packages, subject booklets, online resources

· Ensure ESD resources available on TTRB

· Promoting ESD/GC 

· TDA promoting ESD/GC on their website

· Be a lobbying group within ITE

· Provide a platform for communicating to the TDA

· Collaborative working together to develop innovation practice - lobbying/linking TDA, Gov, Depts, ESCalate, HEFCE, UCET, NCSL etc.

· Providing legitimation for further development of ESD/GC within ITE - As ITE is itself undergoing change.

5. Forum for Debate 


· By giving us a forum and networking, good practice, sharing and peer mentoring from a national perspective.

· Opportunities for pedagogical and philosophical debate

6. Continuing Professional Development

· CPD for those working at ITE level

· Suggesting individuals/groups run additional activities and courses

· Platforms for professional development
What do you feel that you can contribute to the network?

1. Networks

2. Sharing practice

3. Sharing resources

4. Promoting ESD/GC

5. Research

1. Networks

· Adding to the network - linking with our network of education offices and their ITE partners

· Links with association of Tutors and Science Education (ATSE) to disseminate networks work

· Publicity to DEA members ad broader network (DEA just beginning to set up sub-networks for peer learning)

· Help pin-point contacts engaged with local voluntary sector organizations

· Links with other potential partners

2. Sharing practice

· Sharing experiences

· Good Practice from LSBU courses, publication, initiatives

· Investigate website option

· Thoughts, knowledge, skill and experience of working with Citizenship/Sustainability in the UK.  Organize undergraduate trips to our field studies centre in Kenya

· All working on Embedding the global/ESD dimension

3. Sharing resources

· Sharing ideas of good practice,  case studies, schools / organisations that are examples of successful initiatives
4. Promoting ESD/GC

· Organise conferences and events

· Financial support where possible - Facilitation (rooms, catering, travel etc.) Cover costs for printing - admin etc. 

· Time, energy, information about resources and even some teaching resources

· Links to Oxfam's advocacy work in education policy - support the aim of the network through advocacy work

5. Research

· Linking to existing Research centres

· Showcase/reflect on/analyse existing resources

· Bespoke partnerships around research, sharing good practice, developing resources

· Participate in an academic, research and possibly funding capacity
Strengths of contributions offered

· Shared practice

· Conference, web-site, workshops

· Shared resources

· Web-site

· Research

· Existing centres, research partnerships

· Research funding bids

· Promotion of ESD/GC

· Facilitation and funding of network offers from TDA and WWF

Issues highlighted

· Partnerships between schools and ITE:

· What is the role of schools and partnerships with ITE?

· Link with specialist schools trust, unions, QCA?

· Forum for debate

· Network activities provide opportunties for debate

· Continuing Professional Development

· Network would provide ongoing CPD

Appendix 4. ITE Network Aims and Objectives 

Aims

· To create a UK wide community of practice in ESD/GC ITE through which innovative practice can be shared and disseminated 

· In the longer term to contribute to embedding ESD/GC in UK ITE institutions in relation to ethos, curriculum content, learning and teaching and assessment. 


Objectives

· To provide a UK forum for mutual support, debate and the exchange of ideas

· To raise the profile of EFS/GC within ITE providers and the associated organisations with whom they work, for example, the TDA, UCET, subject associations

· To develop partnerships for ESD/GC learning and teaching programmes and research projects

· To provide a platform for joint activities and events

· To provide for continuing professional development in ESD/GC for ITE university and school based tutors

· To gather a body of interesting practice and research in the field of ESD/GC practice and ITE

· To enable ITE to learn from the experience of other sectors e.g. schools, community, and business

· To form a strong base of support from which to influence policy and practice with respect to ESD/GC

Appendix 5: Critical Presentations of Practice

Guidelines for Presentations

1. Should address one or more of the following areas:

· Embedding ESD/GC in the ITE curriculum through subjects, thematic work, whole course development

· Partnerships between ITE institutions and NGOs, schools and other educational organisations

· Whole school approaches to ESD/GC

· Global linking

2. Raise critical reflections in relation to the initiative described

3. Situate the initiative in policy/theoretical contexts

Papers – presentations should be supported by a paper of no more than 2,500 words. A selection of papers will be included in a network publication.

Proposals for presentations should include the following:

1. Title of presentation

2. Names of presenters

3. Name and address of institution

4. Contact details including email address and telephone number

5. Outline of proposed presentation clearly indicating how it will meet the guidelines. This should be between 300-400 words.

Proposals should be received by 29 February 2008. Proposals should be sent by email to Sally Inman inmansj@lsbu.ac.uk . Proposals will be reviewed by a sub committee of the network Steering Group.

Posters
Space will be made available for participants who wish to display posters. Posters should focus on innovative projects and practice. Space will obviously be limited so please indicate whether you wish to submit a poster by 29 February 2008 to Sally Inman inmansj@lsbu.ac.uk

